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Introduction e Annotation conventions take into consideration our Tier hierarchy

These conventions have been developed by a team of  Group #  Ages # sossions  # annotated  # annotated analysis goals, and our attempt to use a format as Our tier hierarchy starts with the ASL Right and
researchers at Gallaudet University and the University (sign) (speech) consistent as possible with both common sign Left Hand in which signs are annotated

of Connecticut (GUC). The primary purpose is for the language annotation symbols and those used in individually for each hand. The Append tiers
annotation of longitudinal spontaneous production b/D 4 10402 224 169 VA CHILDES (MacWhinney 2000). We also are using the  '© Lor dwhen Cc;]ntexwal"?[ﬂsed information 'g
data from Deaf children of Deaf parents and from /D 10 0;11-8,06 609 81 177 ASL SignBank as an external controlled vocabulary .?ﬁz neo n(l.hee., I\-ﬁ; eZan:,;g; ﬁssfisefsrsvreeggge )
bimodal bilingual hearing children of Deaf parents. D/D (Cl) 6  0:9-8:09 3692 14 87 and that has affected our ELAN tier structure and annotations containing rough English

Data collection and annotation is on-going. annotation conventions. translations for each full utterance.

"N N %€ ELAN 5.0.0-alpha - WIZ 019 _a0 170303.eaf |Follows file naming conventions L arses
File Edit Annotation Tier Type Search View Options Window Help SUBJECT_SESSION#_LANGCODES_YYMMDD Annotator responsibilities

We aim to ask annotators to do as little
- 7.0 Text Subtitles Lexicon Comments Controls | analysis as possible. Our intention is to include
; ; basic information in the sign tiers, with
¥ | | Child free translation g .
-— additional details about use of space, non-
Annotation Begin Time End Time Duration manuals, etc. left to Subsequent analysis
1 It's a horse. 00:06:21.587 00:06:23.977 00:00:02.390 passes. This principle guides our decisions.

4 b

2 Yeah. English conventions mostly 00:06:23.977 00:06:25.197 00:00:01.220

3 Yes I'm riding a horse. based on CHILDES CHAT 00:06:26.947 00:06:29.540 00:00:02.593 Annotators should use ID glosses and use the

4 wantto ride my horse. conventions. 00:06:33.330 00:06:34.410 00:00:01.080 translation tier for further information about

5 Where is my horse? 00:06:34.410 00:06:34.630 00:00:00.220 their interpretation of each utterance.

6 Mamal 00:06:34.910 00:06:35.620 00:00:00.710

7 My horse! Mine. 00:06:35.620 00:06:36.430 00:00:00.810 Capitalization

B | iirment b mids svmne lnmeesms MNAANE28 RN MNAOE27T ann anadaanaan OeEn . . . .

Capitalization systematically represents a
00:06:23.427 Selaction: 00:00:00.000 - 00:00:00.000 0 conventionalized sign (e.g., SIGN) or type of

4| I |14 | Fq|-d| P | PF|PE]DPT] P | P s | & [ e =117 Selection Mode Loop Mode i sign (e.g., DS (for depicting sign) or FS (for

_ fingerspelling)). Lower case signifies that

. T additional information is presented. For

= | conventionalized signs, the lower case portion
T that follows the capitalized gloss indicates
00:06:22.000 00:06:24.000 00:06:26.000 00:06:28.000 00:06:30.000 00:06:32.000 something about its form when distinguishing
b Qtﬂld fee translation Ilts a horse. IYeah. | Yes I'm riding a horse. | between variants of the same lemma
A ' HORSE | (SOONnose, SOONCchin). For information
! | | enclosed in parentheses following codes,
L [*] XXX is used - / - false start (interruption). gspects of th_e meaning expressed by the sign
[+] N to identify definitely ID gloss There are 5 types of false start IS presented in lower case. From a human-
Gt aay s ;erpl)aeglzc;? proximalized (full body!) productions a sign or used for codes. readability perspective, this allows the user to
— Lhig AsL fight hand pho : : :
] tha_tb?r? ”toht Y"grd _btr‘]t CO?S”;JCted P perceive patterns in the data just from
¥ Child ASL left hand VISIDIE 19 THE | [INASCIPAe |- action - INTSTTURTION By Other scanning. Non-sign communicative acts (when
e ey S ony N notes can be added to the annotator rable surrogate // - self-interruption
- “pho” tier for extra phonetic blend /] - retracing without correction annotated) use lower-case (e.g., show(toy)).
Lhild ASL LH append information //] - retracing with correction _ _
[1] /1] - retracing with reformulation Partly/non-lexical material
— Lhild ASL left hand pho Following our principles, upper-case codes
r  u e li(yes) lifyes) | identify the type of sign, with lower-case
i | | | indicating additional information. For example,
L Child comments Book blocks hiS{ the annotation for a depicting sign indicates its
category (DS), and the additional information in
_ A horse. | Yeah, that's a horse just like yours, Wiz's. | Yeah you rode a horse before. lower class conveys a rough approximation to
B L | SOONnose | HORSE | 1X | FS | SAME-AS | POSS NS | 1X ||DS_2 ]BEFDRE meaning. DS.—3 N Upper case .an.d (qu-goes-
I ﬁqjulr ASL right hand | | || || || | i : down-street) in lower case. Pointing signs are
] Sign variants are book T— 7 7 2} .. (leas-on-surts annotated using IX and (referent). Further
hepbdasiant distinguished by (referents) are placed o i = — — = ‘ analysis takes place independently on
L7] - on the “append” tier : i ) _ ] y P P y
brief form PP IX - index FS - [_] held signs POSS NS - name DS_hs separate tiers
— Adult1 ASL right hand pho descriptions in (referent) fingerspelling possessive | |sign Depicting sign and P '
10] Iower case tagS (Word) Sign (name) handShape Iabel References :
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